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Ps a1. 46.8. 
" Come, behold the workes of the Lord, what deſolations 
hte hath made i in the earth, 
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A TRVE. | 
RELATION OF 


thoſe moſt ſtrange and lamen- 


table Accidents, happening 
In the Pariſh Church of Wi. 


thycombe in Devonſhire on. = 


| © Sunday the'2 1./0f Otfober; - 
|. 638» + 4 


_ Readers, | ...__.:.. 
ya19 DS viſible. Tudge- 

Z tnents, and terrible 

2. remonſirances(which 
/ > EYETY., MOrnMNg, - arc 
/ ES C' broughers light)com- 
<&a,32,) ming unto our know- 

led my Swikibeyaes, -obſcrvation and 
.0 44 * ad- 


—admonition, that thereby the inbabitants 
Ep\.z.9 of the earth may learne Righreouſ” 
Ez  neſſe, for to let them paſle by us (as wa- 
ter runnes by our doores)unobſeryed; 
argues too much» regardleſnefle of 
GOD in the way of his ludgements : : 
not to ſuffer them to {inke into our 
affections, and to Proove as ſo. many 
terrible warning pieces, which are ſhoc 
oft from a watch Tower, to give no- 
tice 'of an encmies approach,. to 
awaken and aftright us; are but a meanes 
to harden our heatts againſt the Lord, 
Woes bankers and to awaken his Iluſtice to punith us 
terror omniun yet More ; But 70, heare and feare and to 

doe wickedly no more; to ſearch our 
hearts and amend our waies: isthe beſt 
uſe "that '/can bee! made 'of * any of 
GODS remarkable terrors manife- 
ſted among'us. When GOD is an- 
gry with us, it oughrro be our wiſedome 
to meete him, and! make peace with 

' him: And where wee ſee legible Cha- 
_ raQters of his power: and wrath; to 
learne 


If. 26.9,11, 


W> 

. learne to ſpell out! his meaning* rou- 

_ ching our ſelves;" to leave off all buſic, 
malitious, cauſleſle, and unchriftianly 

cenſuring of others, and* to turne in 

upon our ſelves, remembring, Ve! pent- 


tendum, vel pereundum , EXCeps Wee. Fee Luk. "7 | 


 pent,, wee ſhall likewiſe periſh. Certaine 
it is that wee doe in vaineexpetim- 
munity from GODS Iudgements by ' 
fleighring, or ccontemning them, and 
increaling in our {innings againſt him. 
"If Pharoah by the terrourof thundring 
and lightning was. fo aftrighted that 


hee faith tro Moſes, /nrreat the Lord (for ex6 9.4, © 


is is enowgh) that there bez: 'no more. 
mighty thundrings and Haile, And if Cas 
ligula, out of the feare-of thunder, 
would runne' under' his bed ro hide 
himſelfe: How much more ſhould we 
Chriſtians learne' to feare and trem- 
ble before the' moſt mighty GOD, 
 whoſe''-woice [bakes the mountaines | and 


F 


fire ; rends Chutches, - amazeth, and 


rends the rocks, and divides the flames of © 


—_ - 


(4) 
| flrikes dead ar his pleaſure he ſorines 


of men? as the Prophet David faith, 
Hee doth whatſoever hee pleaſerh in Hig: 
Pen and. Earth, Hee caufeth the oapours 
ro aſcend from the ends of the earth, and 
maketh lightnings for the raine, and brin- 
geth the winae out of the treaſures of the 
earth, ſo. unſearchable is his Wiſedome, 
and bis waies paſt finding out, 1 fay, this 
ſhould awe and humble our hearts 
before the Lond, riing up uato 
©.” more perfeQion in vodlineſſe, doing 
unto our GOD, 'more and better ſer- 
| vice thenever hitherto wee have done, 
reverencing and ſandifying his dread- 
' full Name in our bearts : eſpecially 
when his Iudgements. breake. in upon 
men, eyen in his owne. haulc, mingling 
their bloud With their ſacrifices, and that 
 1n a moſtterrible manner ſmiting,and. 
wounding, and killing, as in this cnſu- 
ing Relation may appeare; which for 


 * the ſuddenneſle and irenipenall there- 
of, A a manner miraculous, con- 


Wks 


LOB 
idering the circumtances thereof, I 
beleeve few Ages can paralell, or pro- 
duce the like, The Lord teach thee to 
profit thereby, that it may bee asa Ser- 


m5n preached to thee from Heaven b 7 
the Laes himſcite, 5 th 
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ber laſt, In the Pariſh 
- Church of ihycombein De. 
©DS| vonſhire neare Dartmoores, 
thets fell in time of Divine Service . 
a ſtrange darxeneſle, increaling more 
and more, ſo that the .people there 
aſſembled could not ſee to reade in any 
booke, and ſuddenly in a fearefull and 
lamentable manner, a mighty thunde- THY 
ring was heard, Sorulive at A did 
anſwer muchlike unto the ſound and 
report of 'many great Cannons, and. 
terfible Rrange lightening therewith, 
B greatly 


FO mn 


'f 
ir © (6) £ 
76 greatly amazing and aſtoniſhing thoſe 
that heard and faw-it, the darkencle 
increaſing yet more, till they could 
b ' not(inthe interim)ſee one another ; the 


 extraordinatie lightning came into the 
q  - . Church'fo flaming, that the whole | 
= -. Church was preſently filled with fire 
and fmoke, the ſmell whereof. was 
very loathſcme, much like untothe ſent 
of brimſtone, ſome ſaid they ſaw art firſt 
a great ball of fire come inat the win- 
_ dow ard paſſe thorough the Church, 
; which ſo much affrighted\the whole 
-  _ Congregation thar the ' moſt part of + 
| _. them fell downeinto their ſeates,. and 
Tome upon their Knees, ſome on their 
 \_ faces, and ſome one upon another, with 
a great cry of burning and ſcalding, 
they all giving up themſelves for 


Ro ND: vir 
' " The Miniſter of the' Pariſh, Mafter 
4 George Lyde, being inthe - Pulpit 
a orſeate where prayers are read;:how- 
Bj cyer-he& might :bee much! aftonithed 
My \ 586 el {  hereat 


/ 


(7) 
harms et through GODS mercy had 
ed at -2U in his bady; but 
to his much griefe and amazement 
heard, andatterward beh-14ch24amen- 


tableaccident; -and alrhouzh hialelfe 
was not touched, yer the lightening (ei- 
zedupon his poore Wite, fired her ruffe 
and linnca nextito her body, and het 
cloatites; ro the burning of m3ay Parts 
_ of her bodyin a.yery. 'pirifull manner, 
 Andone Miſtrefle Dirford fixting in the 
pew with the Miniſters wife; was alſo 
much ſcalded; but the maid and childe 


fittingat the pew dorc had no hatme.Be- 
{ide,anorther woman adyentucing to run 
outofthe Church, had her cloahes ſet 
on fire, and wasnot only ſtrangely burnt 
and ſcorched, but had her fleſh rorne a- 
| boutherbackalmoſtto the yery' bones. 

Andanother woeman had her fle(h-ſo 
rorneand her body ſo. grievoully burnt, 
thatſhedied the ſamenight, 
__ Alſo one Maſter Hilla Giedmas of 


good account in the Pariſh, fitting'in his 
B 2 ſeate 


ſcate by the Chancell, had his head ſud- 
denly (mittcnagainftthe wall, through 
| theviolence whereot he diediharnight, 
roother hurt beirig found about: 'his 
- bedy ; but hisſonneſitting inthe! ſane 
. ſearchad no harme. "There wasialſo 
\ one. man more, at the ſame inſtant, of 
whom it isparticularly related, who was 
Warriner unto Sir Richard Rejnolds, his 
head was cloyen,. his: skull rent into 
three pecces, and bis braines throwne 
upon the ground whole, and the haire 
of his head,through the violence of the 
blow atfirft given him, did ſticke' faſt un- 
tothe pillar or wall of the Church ; fo 
thathec periſhed there moſt lamen- 
tably. I 
| Someother perſons were hea blaſted 
and burnt, and fo gricvo ully ſcalded and 
- wounded,thatſince that time they have 
died therof;and:many otherihotHike to 
recover, notwithſtandingalithe meaties 
that can bee-procured'to helpe them, 
Some hadtheir: cloathsburnt and their 


bo, 


(9) 
bodies had no hut, and ſ6me on the 
contrary, had their bodies burnt, and 
theircloathes not touched. But it plea- 
ſcdGop yetinthe midſt of judgement 
to remember mercy, ſparing ſome. 


and not deſtroying all. 

Alſo: there were ſome Scats in the 
Body of the Church turned upſide 
; downe, and yer they w hich ſate in them 
hadlittle or no "0 Andone man go- 
ing outat the Chancecll doore, his Dogg 
running out before him, was whirled 
abouttowards the dooreand fell downe 
ftarke dead: at the ſight whereof his 
Maſter ſtepped backe within the doore, 
and God preſerved him alive. More- 
overthe Chutch it ſelfe was much torne 

and defaced by the thunder and'light- 
_ ning;'and thereby alſo' a beame was 
burſt in midſt; andfelldowne betweene 
the Miniſter - - and” Clarke and Hurt 
neither ; and a weighty great ſtone, 
neare the Foundation of the Church 
| 1s torn out and remooved, and the ſtee- 
| B ib; ple 


@o).| 
pleirſelfe is much rent, and there where 
th:Church was moſt rentthere was leaſt 
hurt done,andnot any ane was hurt ei- 


ther with.the wood or ftone, butonly 
a maid of Manatos, which camerhither 
that afternooneto ſee ſome triends,Ma-* 
ſter Frind the Coroner by circumſtan- 
ces,. (uppoſed ſhe was killed by a ſtone, 
There were allo ſtones row from the 
'Toweras thick as ifan hundred men had 
- beene there throwing, Alfo a Pinacle of 
oF. the Tower torne downe and beate 
= _ throughintothe Church, 
' Alſorhe Pillar againſt whichthe Pul- 
K. pitſtandeth, being bur newly whitcd, is 
5 now by this meanes turned blacke and 
ſal phry: Furthermore, one man that 
Rood inthe Chancell, with his face to- 
ward theBellfrey, obſerved the riling as 
ic wereofduſt orlime, in the lower end 
ofthe Chureh;which ſuddenly (as with 
apuſfe of winde) was whirled up and 
16/2 his eyes, ſo that hee could not 
"Bl [ ſeej intwelve houres after; but now his 


ſ ght 


(11) 
fight is reſtored, and hee hath no o other 
hurt, The eentible lightening being paſt, 
and all the people being in a wonderfull 
maze;lo that they ſpake not one word, 
by and by on Maſter Raph Rouſe, 'Vinte- 


ner in the Towne, ſtood up, ſaying, 
Neighbours, inthenameof GOD ſhall 


weventureoutof the Church, to which _ 
Maſter Lyde anſwering,ſaid, it isbeſt to 
makean endof prayers, for itis better to 
dic herethenin another place, butthey 
looking about them, and ſeeing. the 
Church ſo terribly rent and torne oyer 
their heads, durſt not proceedin their 
poblike devotions, but went forth of the 
Churth. YL 

And as all this was done within the 
Church;anduntothe Church; ſo there 
were other ſtrange cedonitic without 
the Chorch; ofwhich I will giveyou a 
touch, There was a” Bowlng alley 
ncare untothe Church- yard, whigy was 
curnedup into pits and heapes, in man- 


ner, almoſt as if jr had beene plowed. 
At 


(1?) 
Atthefame time alſo at 3rix/toz neare 
Plymmou:h, there fell ſuch tore of Haile, 
and ſuch Haile-ſtones, that for quantiry 


they werejudged to beasbig as ordina- 
ry Turkies eggs; ſome ol them were 


of five, ſome of {ix, and others of ſeyen 
ounces weight. 


We are alſo certainely informed that 


atthe ſame time,as neare as it can bee 


gueſſed, there fell out the like accident 
unto the Church at Norron in Somer/ec- 
ſhire, but as yet wee heare of no pcr- 


ſons hurttherein: Allo it is related by 
2 Gentleman that travelled inthoſe parts 


at that time, hee being ſince come-to 
London, that wherehee was the lightning 


' was ſo terrible, fiery and flaming, that 


they thoughtrheir houles at every flaſh 
were ſet on fire,in ſomuch thattheir hor- 


ſes ins the ſtable were ſo affrighted that 


_ they « could not rule them. 


4)! which moſt ſad and lamenrable 

i / 
ecacles were done(as it were) in 
2 moment of time 


"This 


__ 


< 

This is the Summe of that diſmall 
accidentand teriible example happen- 
inginthe place aforeſaid, asit hath been | 
carctully extra&ed our of the letters of 

Miniſters and other men of quality and 
edi account and credit living not one- | 
ly in the Pariſh of Vithicemb?, bytinthe 
adjoyning Pariſhes and places, and by 
thoſe-that had the full relation from 
Maſter- Lyde his own mouth. And the 
maine dtifr in the publication of this 
great ludgement, is for thy humiliation 
and edification, not onely ro acquaint 
thee with the greatand mighty works of 
GODS Power and tuſftice, who itt a 
moment cando mightythings,and attne 
| thecreatures againſt usat his owne plea- 
ſure,butalſo to moove pitty atid com- 
paſſion inusrowards out Brerhren who 
were patients therein.” Which -relati- 
on you can difficultly -reade- without 
ſighs, nor underffand without teares, 1 
know itisthe faſhion of too tog-many 
to queſtion and talke, and make things 


C of 
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| (14) 


ofthis nature, but a nins dayes wonder : 


But let us not deceive our ſelves any 
| longer, not judging them greater ſin. 
' ners then our ſelves, but conſider, we 
| have beene lookers on a great. while, 


and others have beene made our exam- 


 ples,and felt the ſmart at home and 


abroad, whilſt wee have gone free; 
but wee kno v. not. how ſoone our 
turnes and changes may come; this 
accident might as well have happened 
to u5 asthem;the Lord rherfore in much 
mercy fit us both for the worſt of times 
and f. beſt of Ends, I end: all with 
that prayer in our Letany,commending 


\theeand thisto the bleſſing of the Al-_ 


mighty. 


 . Fromlightning andrempeſt, from Plague 


Peſtilence and Famine,from Bat- 
fell and murder, acd from 
[uddaine, death. 
Good LORD deliver 14, 
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